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HARBOR WALK SIGNAGE PROJECT 

Brigham Stevenson, son of Lynda (Board Member) and Doug 
Stevenson volunteered to map and inventory the signs along 
the Harbor Walk this summer and fall. He took on the task of 
plotting every waterfront access point from Van Zandt Pier to 
King Park with information about ADA accessibility and ease 
of use. He created a Google maps link with helpful descriptions 
of each access point. Here is the link: Harbor Walk Map  
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2020 was a busy year for 
Friends of the Waterfront.  
Although the coronavirus 
pandemic necessitated 
numerous cancellations 
(King Park Concerts, 
Harbor Walk Tours, End of 
Summer Inspection 
Cruise, Annual Meeting to 
name a few) our Board 
Members were still 
meeting and working hard 
to defend public access 
rights to the waterfront. 
Hotel expansion along the 
waterfront has generated 
extra attention to this 
precious commodity and 
rest assured the Board is 
actively monitoring and 
often challenging the 
erosion of our Harbor 
Walk.  While many folks 
are ready to write off the 
past year as a disaster, 
FOW has some good 
news on many fronts. 
Read on! 
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Brown & Howard Wharf.  FOW is in the process of 
obtaining documents, by way of a title search, that establish the 
specifics of the public access commitments made circa 2005.  

 
  Brown & Howard Wharf 

Lee’s Wharf.  The promising news is that the Attorney 
General’s (AG’s) office has forced negotiations to clean-up the 
utility structures on the Lee’s Wharf right-of-way.   This would 
implement the prior CRMC complaints against the City and the 
neighboring developers.   The AG’s office has prioritized this 
matter and is seeking to remove the ugly control panel and 
other relief.  With the matter in sensitive multi-party 
negotiations, FOW is not at liberty to divulge the commitments 
that appear to be made.  Watch for more news in 2021.  In the 
meantime, FOW is thankful to AG Peter Neronha.  

Importantly, some improvements have already been made:   
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THE WHARVES 
UPDATE  

Friends of the Waterfront 
(FOW) made progress on 
waterfront access and rights-of-
way during the busy year of 
2020 despite delays caused by 
bureaucracy and the pandemic.   
Actions on various lower 
Thames Street rights-of-ways 
proceeded.  Board member 
Mike Rubin provided an 
overview: “Depending on the 
particular wharf, we were met 
with a receptive attitude by the 
City, the State and even some 
developers.  Unfortunately, 
these efforts – like all legal 
matters – advanced at a 
Dickensian pace; -- that is to 
say, a slow pace.  But, overall, 
it was a year of progress.  I 
hope that 2021 will bring these 
matters to fruition.”   

In one instance, Lee’s Wharf, 
concrete actual progress is 
already evident on the ground. 

Due, however, to the fact that 
most of these matters are 
pending in legal or quasi-legal 
proceedings, not all details can 
be shared. 

 
Lee’s Wharf in 2019

 
Improved Lee’s Wharf in 2020
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The former Williams & 
Manchester site (W&M), 
now the proposed 
Manchester Hotel 
 site and the Newport 
Marina site.    First, the 
proposed Manchester Hotel -- at 
the planning hearing on its 
proposal -- agreed to expand a 
proposed three-foot-wide 

dedicated walkway to be eight feet wide.  This was in reaction to the FOW’s exposure of mis-drawn 
plans submitted to the planning board.  
Second, FOW assembled massive documentation on the other portions of the old W&M site from our 
title search.  This refers to the portions that are not part of the land to be occupied by the planned 
hotel.  This is mostly in the hands of an entity called Newport Marina or its affiliates.  

FOW wishes to give this further study and thought with an eye to the future. 
 
Howard Wharf.  FOW has a strong case to have 
this right-of-way fully recognized and revived as it 
passes the Reef restaurant (formerly the Pier 
Restaurant).  The strength of our claim -- as has been 
recognized by the City Solicitor in a letter dated in 
October -- is based on a CRMC designation.  In the 
view of FOW, the Reef conducts its summertime full-
patio dining in a manner does not completely 
acknowledge and recognize the paramount rights of the 
public.  FOW believes that this is inconsistent with that 
designation.   But we await a better moment, post-
COVID, to raise this to an aggressive posture.   

  

3

Proposed Manchester Hotel 

Looking northward, a portion of the former W & M site

Howard Wharf is now only 
recognized as a narrow passage
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Perry	Mill	Wharf	
There	is	good	news	developing	at	Perry	Mill	Wharf	.	A	new	restaurant	is	planned	on	the	1.8	acre	
Wharf	that	will	encourage	locals	and	visitors	alike	to	walk	along	the	harbor	and	take	in	the	view	
without	having	to	be	a	customer.	One	walkway	will	go	under	the	building	and	will	connect	to	
walkways	along	the	perimeter	of	the	wharf.	A	opening	onto	Hammett’s	Wharf	is	proposed,	
Rinally	paving		the	way	for	a	united	Newport	Harbor	Walk	from	Mary	Ferrazzoli	Park	on	

Washington	Street	to	Perry	Mill	and	perhaps	
even	further	south	to	Forty	One	North.		
On	a	recent	tour	of	the	project	hosted	by	
Larry	Phillips	and	Patrick	Kilroy,	partners	in	
the	Midtown	Oyster	Bar,	Surf	Club	and	other	
local	eateries,	FOW	board	members	were	
relieved	to	learn	the	site	would	feature	
Rloating	docks	for	transient	boaters,	parking,	
boat	storage	and	amazing	views,	in	addition	
to	the	restaurant.		

Perry	Mill	Wharf	was	a	working	wharf	and	
home	to	Parascondolo	&	Sons,	a	Rish	
distribution	company,	until	2010.	The	
partners	have	a	40-year	lease	on	the	
property	from	the	Parascondolo	family	with	

an	option	to	buy.	Construction	is	underway	to	shore	up	sea	walls,	demolish	buildings	and	
renovate	a	large	deck	that	juts	into	Newport	Harbor,	the	site	of	the	future	restaurant.	
“We	hope	to	open	the	restaurant	by	summer	of	2022,”	said	Phillips	who	added	the	space	was	too	
big	for	a	restaurant	to	cover	the	entire	area.	What	he	envisions	is	“a	new	focal	point	for	Newport,	
away	from	Thames	Street	and	focused	on	the	water.”	The	site	is	within	the	Waterfront	Business	
District	where	restaurants	are	allowed	but	further	permitting	is	ongoing.	Both	Kilroy	and	
Phillips	assured	FOW	members	there	were	no	plans	for	a	hotel,	condos	or	Rlipping	of	the	
property	in	the	works.	The	developers	seemed	to	understand	the	importance	of	keeping	
Newport’s	unique	harborfront	visible,	open	and	accessible.	The	FOW	members	attending	were	
conRident	in	supporting	this	vision.	
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Waite’s Wharf.  FOW is working on a title-search with respect to Waite’s wharf.  FOW is 
undertaking this project:  determine the extent that the proposed project site (the Waite’s Wharf site) is 
subject to public rights-of-way already.  We will take a look at the proposed Waite’s Wharf Project site 
and try to determine what public rights-of-ways it is already subject to.  

This is not meant to imply FOW opposition to (or support for) the proposed  hotel project. 
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The white pavers indicate public access. We look 
forward to the walkway continuing on to the new 

Perry Mill Wharf connection
Behind Hammets Hotel looking toward 
the new proposed Perry Mill connection

For the 6th year, the Harbor Walk Dinghy Planters 
have been beautifully filled and maintained.  Our 

FOW President, Johanna Vietry (Master Gardener), 
takes the lead in continuing this wonderful effort.  
She starts many of these plants from seeds in her 
home in the Spring.  Then, along with a group of 

volunteers, they water and maintain them all 
summer.

Perry Mill Wharf looking west.  This building will be taken down
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					Storer	Park	

 Due to the deterioration of the pier, Storer Park on the Point was rebuilt.  According to Bill Riccio,        
Jr., Director of Public Services, the City used funds from the Capital Improvement Program and also 
put in a new walkway.  They hope to add benches in the future. 

 

FOW MISSION 

•To protect public access to the water 
•To preserve historical uses, rights-of-
way, and waterfront viewing 
•To help foster the development of 
Newport, RI’s shoreline and harbor 
front areas in ways that maximize 
public access
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Friends of the Waterfront, Inc. 
PO Box 932 
Newport, RI 02840 
www.newportwaterfront.org 
Contact us - info@newportwaterfront.org 

Officers 2020-2021 
President:  Johanna Vietry

Vice President:  Paul Bernard

Secretary:  Casey Farley

Treasurer:  Cheryl McLarney

Directors-at-Large 
Vic Farmer~ Pam Fleming~Mike Rubin~ 
Lynda Stevenson
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