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Scottds Wharf Access Vindicated |
By Mi ke Rubin (retired AAG)
This year members of Friends of the Waterfront can take

Center/ Bohlin swatye t(ot hteninsaipnl aecnet riys known as Scottods Whar
boutique hotel (the Hammettdés Wharf project), major perm
the pubdwiaysacc®stsl access is being enhanced and new acces
persuasion from Friends of the Waterfront.

Some i mprovements are already in place. For imMatiamgepatl
the inlet on the north side of Commercial WHAdrofwi nwi tdhuampt
plagued this location for a decade. That dumpster is now

The securing of the prufbolideedri gBt 6wah dg thapgecosu tssheou,| dt bhe phg

I . THE SETT ‘soum

Current photograph of wharf streets in Newjate:circal/18 (south is towards the bottom of the image).
The central area cast in shadow is the focus of some of the major improvements. This area is referred to as the pat
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Historic photograph of wharf streets in Newport.

Date: 8/1/61 (prior to the creati onfwafy Ambei sadseCupf
street of North Commercial Wharf, and an unnamed connector) are all roughly highlighted in yellow. The street of Sout
mercial Wharf, by contrast, is not highlighted.

The street North Commercial Wharf (since truncated) starts from Thames Street near the right side of the picture a
ceeds along the upper side of the wititded building. North Commercial Wharf then widens so as to include the area oc
pied by awvhiteroofed trailer (which constitutes an encroachment.) The latter area is now surfaced wstionpes/iagd
forms the patio. This latter patio is the area obscured by shadow in the prior photo.

For reference, the post office, still existent today, is in the lower tighinofge= South is towards the bottom of the image).

On the historic Newport waterfront, jutting out from
calAd@dmmer ci al R&/adefr sowill recognize this wharf as the ¢
G.E. buildingo); it is also the home of the annual Newp
Hammett 6s Wharf Hotel.

On this wharf is an irregular grid of streets. Theh ma
in direction along the |l ength of the whnersft (rasatdha
led a AWharf. o (As readers will recogni zaedawt h
) These three main roadways are: South Comme
he name of the underlying wharf structure it seé
nnamed connector streets runni,reg np eropndatidtidic uleacrt it
of the wharf.

o
d
As mentioned, the streets are irregular. North Commer

the Har bourvi ew utonidmtso ia bwiadaedchdspati o, now surfaced mit!l
Americads Cup by a parking |l ot.

[ THE QUEST FOR PUBLI C ACCESS.
A. The Fight 1#2006urtuphdbd9@9®0ng the old dedicati

Roughly twenty to thirty years ago, thisNewperwa®fRetahey
Attorney Géomer dlitigati on, in turn, harkenedt!baaoakut g, - et
ways on the wharf were allegedly set aside as city stre

In particular, the |l awsuit was an attempt by an abutti
section of the historic Newpwrmdr waft erfie oBohl iSpesi f & sabl
(North Commercial Wharf, Scottds Wharf and a short wunna
nue, over most of the |l ength of the wharf, along ahmasan
three partocnméarednpleatted streets were private or pmubl
orded in City Hall. The abutter brought-ofwhg aetricorml tv@ays
be private

The suit, if it had been successful, Woulvdhtlrapyarheemsd
the stateds most inviting and frequented tourist diduwmr.i
recorded subdivision plat in the early 1920s consctHefpeud e
by public usage. Fortunately, in the nd the State Sup

[
u
t

D »nw S

a
f a
u n
S t

- 0D Ww oo~ C

S
e
r
a
r
t

I
e
I
t
h

s -

e
hi story of the wharf streets beginning the ear owgt hyee a
1920s clearly favored the public and, f
Court declared the ways to be open for

her , t hat heée he

n
rt
he public.



B. The-upolObgwcti ons and Negotiations.

The 1 egal status of most of this network of streets w
uncertain. The old plats were vague. And, after ctthhe <c
tered the entry way with warkedamoppbdaceodobt heeohfedsave
entwayy was confusing and twisted.

So, with the advent of the proposal for the Peregrine
sprang into action. Sensing that the hotel proposal c¢
represented an opportunity to coroway,thbeeFriegdsi o &
of Directors hired Attorney Terry Tierney of Newport ar

objections | odged with the Newport Planning Board and t
writer, also an attorney, joined the Board in May.

The upshot was a formal resolution that involves the fc

b The for mal deeded dedication of the crucial ar

b The removal of the dumpster

b THelnemeati on of a crosswalk

9] The removal of th mopeds

9] The realignmentwagftbhéhenpayi acaeess.

b The paving owayw hteo etnht & yp aatcicee sasr € @ nwist.h attr act

b The for mal deeded -odealy cavémnt mnd Newt memgmtar ea

a |l oop back to Americads Cup Avenue.
b The paving o6tiwbhgesweéthewttirght s ve paving stones
b The formal deeded +dwdaiyc aatriecan ionf tah et hfiurtdu rrei,g hcto |
cooperation of the nei ghbo to the south. This \

In short, the year 2018 saw the resolution of simmerin
Scottds Wharf/ North Commercial Wharf patio. Mor eover, 2
for increased access on other parts of the site.

Sy > ‘ ’ A" AN Friends of the Waterfr

o PO Box 932
Initially FOW opposed the sale I\Péwlptd“let AT Rer Yo 2 guso
theei ty fail ed ttoerdwe vpellaonps afnoyr It bui -
ing In 2012 the | ower | evel gﬂ‘qu’t'hﬂee‘gpgiolrdti%atWzgfrcornetam
the Maritime Center with grgr?t”trﬁd:rfl'étgso@ﬁuethtonretr"éatwears M
| om@grm plan in place for the enti rof fhiicsearo2D2®bail di ng.
upper floors continued to be r enPreas iwdldofitcauntn ap uMisd tnigy an
kind of real funding for any repwiices PIre bgtonBemennarsd .
Since public input did not seem tSe chree t&aapyeiyo rFatryl eyt f i r
the city and there was a | ack ofTrteraasnss@we reynicyMec eganeiyng
sale of the property; an online p®tiirteicitmottoanr gehe soci al
sidlreangwa®rigaunched. This pl atFeom mFlaé¢ mowgd ~opNiirc- Far mer
ions of Newport regarding the sale of this |l andmark to
voiced. 20178 FOW Board Members
FOW board members met with—ciity officials to discuss
the organizationds oppositi Ie of the hist
building and concessions we ty with the
agreement of the National o f PﬂtdlthwelcheSHOF)
divided the property into B Monthly BoardMeetingsh e
purchase and sales agreemenf } dNewplort Rublie. labragys st
the beach and the Mariti me P | a separate cor
domi nium. The NSHOF condo w [ e 1st and 2nd
floors with repairs to that n. A flrst fl ool
access public restroom was =Zeed. separ at e

| and parcel Ann Street Pier was not Mi ble Wi th
agreements in place, FOW was abl e t&fdw SSIQ eutral pos
tion. We would Iike to ardn D 1t

we look forward to working ()Toprotectpublicaccesstothewater

The sale of the Armory wil 0 To preserve historical uses, rights of way, and .
people in Newport who both waterfront views; e
boutstfgyuke stores. The Ar mo FRERHENOSERE Yy MNEIT el il= EEEER
many smal | busi neasss eas pfl arce harbor front areas in ways that maximize public access
ti qgued unusual goods and t he% ;
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&c t 11, 2018 comhaennmouraalte
Friends of the Waterfron{?\,@%%ggta&orrl_é:o'\évpai Lo
generous donation from ti'hendl§rp|%m|?§§nl V’t con
resulted in the 2018 Wat ergfyn r%'?ty G Cred'ifg S gﬁméaaﬂew()@
In order towaC li€istalled and FOW Pre
br aNesvport 6s RUBIhIG ghted the 2Omegmbeesar .
accesye free gr”e'sentation by Mike Ru
certs were ©f{d&r€dydy on Scottos Wha
over the CO‘ﬂlrm%‘ﬁbaPrfy of the legal pro
the summer &tyct88sfully resolve in f
gazebo in K'%%c%%rsk- For anyone wunfam
As a compllgnce(pttt Wharf, this is whe
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: dat es were sent 5 ¢
public preceg, PErfM&nt issues devel op
concert evenhempelhfk® The candidates we
talks were d&Siehhy€&dy, the meeting, wh
to help educy ©%ted to the public.

r
public omasedi d)recsesumrtaacim&ma‘égrﬁé}’fda\NaﬁerfQuastions
Watergfarrajnetnl ng MI't is possible that the City will be

Hospltal land on Third Street. What wol

see on this waterfront parcel?
\ Ma y applicants for city building per
F L K F E T | / n parcels that are zoned WB (Water:f
GB (General Business). Would you sugge:

part of the permitting process?
D(b ou agree with the concept for a M

Fri ends o f Pl an that would work in combinat

me' n
Waterfront wer epec [$pace Plan?
sen t o b e part MNﬁ\fporf hYécht Club is property owned
ticipataon Rovxw_,
rofi

do you view this public asset?

nPar you 0?ree with the process the (
f

Pg'p t Villtaegﬁalea the Armory?

Fe

on y

F OWO s

i nteract.i Roat 1he 2018 end

encour ag mer Har bor I n:

f ol k f e Cruise took pl
tendees and fnpuasii gustrRz2@ired As:
rockbhdy taking an r oAhdé preney Genera
and restore publ t b@aarde gng mbien  Mi
Newport. of fered fact b
The 1200spound mati omaoyn of N
of painted river stones portos riguhtid eo
from the past 2 year sban Oakley of the Amazi
which is roughly anecdot al bhboatl tsheTrhed s
6, 000 individual sold out yeias!| nl fwarydsr aa s
attendeéed®ns for FOW menmbeeamsnetio wit
wer e paraacuwendd friendds;the outstanding h
the dinghy Monar ch by the board members wer e
Butterfly habitat at The cruise participants
Spring Whartf (1 YRS) . ter dark docking due to

the full orange moon.



