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Announcing: FOW Newport Harbor Walk Tours
By Jim Perrier, FOW President

The FOW plans to have monthly Harbor Walk tours –Times and Dates will be announced.
In April two Harbor Walk tours were held on April 17th and April 24th as part of the Spring into Art week
in Newport. On the 17th, though hampered by rain, 11 hearty souls came out for the tour; on the 24th, with the
help of Mother Nature and a spectacular day, 27 participants enjoyed the tour.
The tours provide a great way for the FOW to show off the Harbor Walk and gather feedback from tour
participants for improvements. For example, feedback from the April tours included better placement of the
Harbor Walk signage and suggestions for simple things that could be done to make the Harbor Walk more enjoyable. These tours also provide the opportunity to grow the FOW membership which is greatly appreciated.

In Memory of:
Theresa Maria Ferrazzoli Salter
2/9/1921 to 4/26/2010

Theresa one of the original
members of Friends of the Waterfront, and sister to Mary Ferrazzoli the founder of Friends
of the Waterfront passed away
on April 26, 2010. She will
surely be missed by her family,
all her friends and the members
of FOW.

Washington Street Extension:
Update Court Proceedings
By Linda Hammer, Treasurer

The Washington Street Extension Court Case was heard on April 7, 2010
with Judge Nugent presiding. Sean Flynn covered the case and the write-up
was in the Daily News. Issues that were presented were “Abandonment”,
“unjust enrichment” and use of the property for a “park”. It appears to this
writer that the abandonment issue is moot as RI law is very clear as to what
constitutes abandonment and those criteria were certainly not met. The “unjust enrichment issue” derives from the fact that there was an implicit understanding that the agreement would not be terminated as soon as the work was
done. It would appear that some “damages ($$)” are reasonable.
As to the remaining issue of a park, it became quite clear that the Regans
and Moys have no objection to public access, have “never asked anyone to
leave, etc.” but do not want a “park”. The judge took all the info and exhibits
to study and will render a decision. City Solicitor, Joe Nicholson, presented
a strong case for the city. Again, in the view of this writer, a possible solution would be a “passive park” with a few benches with clear signage that
the park closes at sunset (except for fireworks?) and strict enforcement.
Enforcement would be key as historically some cases of inappropriate activity occurred there when the roadway was a dead end and in poor repair. The
adjacent homeowners would be responsible for reporting unlawful activity or
trespassing after dark. Stay tuned for the decision.

FOW Annual Meeting

June 17 @ Newport Public Library - Mark Your Calendars!
By Liz Mathinos, Secretary

The FOW Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 17, 2010 starting
at 7:00 PM in the Program Room (Spring Street Level) at the Newport Public
Library. The FOW will provide an update of the year’s activities and a forum for
discussion on Newport Waterfront Topics. Your participation is vital and much
appreciated. Please make a note of it on your calendar – Thursday, June 17.
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Did you know Newport has a
Harbor Walk ?

By Jim Perrier,
Did you know the City
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NEWPORT HARBOR WALK 2010:

Building upon the accomplishments of
Newport’s Friends of the Waterfront,
which has a public access and signage
program underway, the University of
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Center
and the Rhode Island Sea Grant College
Program is assisting the City of Newport
and other stakeholders in the
identiﬁcation of opportunities and
barriers to creating a seamless public
access system along Newport Harbor. This
system would connect points along the
waterfront from King Park, the wharves
along Lower Thames Street and America’s
Cup Avenue, and Goat Island to the Pell
Bridge and points north. Local residents
and visitors in Newport are encouraged
to go out and explore your Harbor Walk!
Please look for this sign to guide you in
your stroll:
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By Linda Hammer, Treasurer
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Friends of the Waterfront:

Thank You To All the
Volunteers!
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GOAT ISLAND CAUSEWAY

WASHINGTON

FOW members and volunteers
pitched in and worked on a beach
cleanup on Saturday, April 24 at King
Park to commemorate Earth Day. The
City provided gloves, grabbers, bags
and pick up. The notice to members,
as well as the notice in the Daily News
GOAT
did result in enough volunteers.
ISLAND The
area was in better shape than in some
other years so the small number of volunteers was sufficient. Those responding were Collette Bernard, Peter Martin, Don Hammer, Mary O’Sullivan
( whilePROVIDE
dog walking
Shambu) , 2
YOUR INPUT!
Please complete the
gentlemen
who just joined the effort,
SURVEY form provided
below
and
us what
Tammy, who tell
read
about the work and
you think about the
came to help,
and
Lee
Segal who is
Harbor Walk!
the owner
of information:
ALL FIRED UP Pottery
For more
Please contact Teresa Crean,
on Thames
St...
Remember to support
University of Rhode Island
Coastal Resources Center
your Rhode
waterfront-friendly
Island Sea Grant College Program businesses! .
(401) 874-6626, tcrean@crc.uri.edu
Approximately 12 bags of trash were
RI Sea Grant, Newport Harbor:
http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/ecosystems/
collected.
ai/nh_main.html
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Friends of the Waterfront 2010 Annual Membership Dues
______ Single ... $5

______ Family... $10

______ Patron... $25

______ Buisiness... $50

Membership includes the Waterfront Watcher subscription.
Name ________________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City ______________

Zip Code _____________

Telephone # ____________________ E-mail _________________________________
Send to Friends of the Waterfront, P.0. Box 932, Newport, RI 02840. Thank You!
Friends of the Waterfront is a tax exempt, non profit 501c 3 corporation. Your
check is your receipt.

Sign Up NOW for the 29th ANNUAL Waterfront Inspection Cruise
I Will, or Will Not [Circle one] ... Attend the Waterfront Inspection Cruise.
Please reserve _____ tickets for me at $10 each.
I have included my check in the amount of _______.

Sunday
September 12, 2010
5-6:30 PM

29th Annual Waterfront Inspection Cruise
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

Sunday, Sept. 12th ~ 5-6:30 PM

Boarding Time: 4:45 Majestic at Bowen’s Wharf
Last year’s cruise was a sell-out event.

Make Sure You
Reserve Your Tickets Now!
Questions to Jim Perrier at 847-2576
“Rain or Shine”

City Council Resolution to Address No Parking On Driftways is Stalled
Jim Perrier, President

FOW in an attempt to clean up the driftways off Washington Street in The Point section of Newport attended the Waterfront Commission (WFC) meeting.
The WFC proposed a two step process -- first cleaning up the driftways and then establishing a set of rules for them
including what could be stored on a driftway, the length of the seasonal storage period and the fee for a yearly identification decal. The rules were approved by the city council.
Point resident Ross Freeman presented the board of FOW with an excellent proposal to have First Ward Councilman
Charles Duncan introduce a resolution to have no parking on the driftway. The FOW board agreed and was grateful for
the work done by Ross.
Subsequently, the resolution was introduced by Charles Duncan to the City Council. The resolution failed because no
other council persons seconded it and the resolution was tabled. Therefore, all those attending this City Council meeting
were unable to determine the position of City Council members on this ‘no parking on driftways’ resolution.

Update on Newport Waterfront Trouble Spots
Jim Perrier, President

Scotts Wharf

FOW is in the process of negotiating with Paul O’Reilly concerning some needed repairs to the surface area adjoining
Scotts wharf. There is a plan to have the city and Mr. O’Reilly enter into a contact which will allow the use of a portion of
Scotts wharf for the annual boat show. In return for this Mr. O’Reilly would agree to level and grade and install pavers
to improve the walkability of the area. FOW has submitted a grant to the Merritt Land Trust for funding of a bench to be
installed with signage denoting the area as part of the Newport Harbor Walk.
(CTD on Pg 4...)
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The Harbor, Ocean Drive, Cliff Walk ...
Friends of the Waterfront Has It Covered

29th ANNUAL

Waterfront Inspection
cruise

Continued from page 3
TROUBLE SPOTS (Ctd.)
West Howard Wharf

Sunday Night, Sept. 12th
Be on Time 5-6:30 PM
Bowen’s Wharf... Tickets in Advance
... See Inside Page.

Friends of the Waterfront. Inc.
PO Box 932
Newport, RI 02840

FOW is in the process of negotiating
with the present ownership of The
Pier Restaurant to improve signage
and access to the area. The owner
is requesting an area for outside
tables and this area would not be in
the right of way and would not block
access to the water. FOW has asked
if the area could be improved with
planting and signs depicting public
access on the owner property.

Non Prof Org
US Postage Paid
Newport, RI
Permit 286

or current resident

Lee’s Wharf

FOW is talking with the Lee’s Wharf Marina Association to see if it is possible to transit from Lee’s Wharf south
to West Howard Wharf through a five foot area which belongs to the Lee’s Wharf Marina Association (LWMA).
This would be an agreement which would allow FOW and the city to design and construct an egress from Lee’s
Wharf to the 5 foot walkway. If it is agreeable by the city, FOW and LWMA, then the FOW will commit the
funds to construct this egress.

Waites Wharf

Late last year the owners of The Deck at Waites Wharf were cited for doing work without the proper CRMC
approval. The consent agreement sign by the owners established that the decking around the outside bar was to
be pulled up and stored during the winter months. Prior to the consent agreement going into effect, the owners
petitioned the CRMC to not to have to pull up and store the decks. In April 2010 the CRMC approved their
request; but, did order the owners to do some improvement to certain structures on the property. The Deck
owners established a public access on the south side of the property which extends east to the parking lot. At a
city council meeting in April 2010, The Deck was given approval to establish a new outside dining area, but was
directed to meet with the FOW and Coddington Wharf Condominium Management to see what could be done to
improve public access and better the Newport Harbor walk.
Special Thanks To
Salve Regina Student:
Emily Ferro, English Literature
and English Communications
Major, Class of 2012
Emily graciously volunteered
her time and efforts to produce
this edition of the FOW
Newsletter.

CliffWalk.com
NewportHarborWalk.com
OceanDriveNewport.com
NewportWaterfront.com

Everyone is invited!
Plenty of room, lots of windows
and great viewing on Majestic!

Sit back and enjoy the beautiful sights of
Newport Harbor and Narragansett Bay aboard
the luxurious Majestic. The cruise is a great
way to wrap up a great summer with FoW
Board members.
A professional tour guide will point out the
spectacular sights ... and we will cover some of
the history of various areas on the waterfront.
There are outside decks and two large,
comfortable, climate controlled interior decks.
Please bring pot luck snacks. There will be a
cash bar. Rain or shine!
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